
Bulletin Notices for September 2021 
You don’t deserve to be abused. Violence at home hurts! You are not alone. During the past difficult year 
many families suffered more abuse as unemployment increased, alcohol and drug use worsened and the 
world shrunk to the confines of the home. Now is the time to protect yourself and those who count on you 
for safety.  If you experience any form of abuse, please know that there is help.  Call the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline 1 (800) 799-7233. To learn more about domestic violence visit: 
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 
 
Catholic families deserve to be safe and loved at home.  Yet one out of 4 women, 1 out of 7 men have 

experienced severe physical violence in an intimate relationship: being kicked, beaten, choked, burned, 

having a weapon used against them.  Most Reverend Roy Edward Campbell, Jr, Auxiliary Bishop of 

Archdiocese of Washington, D.C., will be the presider and homilist for a special vigil mass on domestic 

violence October 2nd at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  All are invited and 

need to register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mass-in-observance-of-domestic-violence-awareness-

month-washington-dc-tickets-154714424007 

 

Catholics believe that God loves and cares for everyone, and that God knows their pain and concerns. 

Catholics for Family Peace invites you to join us in a moment of prayer at 3 pm every day, wherever you are, 

for those suffering from violence and abuse and those who use violence to control others. We pray for them 

and for all who work to end domestic violence. Would you set an alarm to join us each day to pray at 3 pm? 

To learn more, please visit www.catholicsforfamilypeace.org. 

Nourish peace at home. Pray for those affected by domestic abuse by joining us for the Vigil Mass, October 2, 2021 at 

4:30 pm at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  As part of the 5th National 

Observance of "Domestic Violence Awareness Month" Most Reverend Roy Edward Campbell, Jr, Auxiliary Bishop of 

Archdiocese of Washington, D.C., will be the presider and homilist. Please arrive by 4:15 pm.   All are invited. To 

register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mass-in-observance-of-domestic-violence-awareness-month-

washington-dc-tickets-154714424007 

 

Bulletin Notices for October 2021 
 
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. To learn more about the Catholic response, visit 
the U.S. Bishop’s website for their Pastoral Letter: “When I Call for Help” (http://bit.ly/usccb_dv) If you or a 
family member or friend needs help now, contact the National Domestic Violence Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 
hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY); www.ndvh.org. If you are in immediate danger, call 911. 
 
1 out of 4 women, 1 out of 7 men have suffered severe physical violence in the hands of their beloved spouse.  
The Priest Domestic Violence Advisory Committee at Catholic Charities invites parishioners to learn more 
about how to help families and friends suffering domestic abuse. Help is available at: 800‐799‐7233 (24 
hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY).  For Catholic Charities resources, videos how to develop a domestic violence 
ministry at your parish see www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 
 
You don’t deserve to be abused. Violence at home hurts! You are not alone.  Now is the time to protect 
yourself and those who count on you for safety.  If you experience any form of abuse, please know that there 
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is help.  Call the National Domestic Violence Hotline 1 (800) 799-7233. To learn more about domestic violence 
visit: www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 
 

It Shouldn’t Hurt at Home. The Catholic community cares about families experiencing violence and unhealthy 

relationships. Visit www.CatholicsforFamilyPeace.org to learn more about this issue, how to help, who to call, 

and the rich Catholic teaching that supports survivors. If you need help now, contact the National Domestic 

Violence Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 hours); 800‐787‐3224 (TTY); www.ndvh.org to find assistance near you. 

 

October is National Domestic Violence Month 

Finding God in Situations of Abuse 
Testimony from Julie Sarwatt, Sacristan at St. Camillus, sharing her experience of domestic abuse.  Julie states 
that her testimony would not have been possible without the wonderful ministry of her deceased pastor,   
Fr. Chris Fr. Christopher J. Posch O.F.M., who died July 5, 2020. 
 
I see God in every brother or sister I meet.  I look at them and smile because I am always happy to see my 
brother or sister in the Lord! It is through these warm and loving encounters that friendships form and 
develop. Some of these friendships deepen and grow in love and become permanent. 
 
In my life I had that kind of friendship that ended up in marriage. As the Bible says, “the two shall become 
one.” So we became one through the blessings of the Church. 
 
Life seemed good for a few years and then I noticed I was being controlled. My individual freedom and 
privileges were increasingly getting more and more limited.  My telephone conversations were sometimes 
being listened on and we would have a lot of arguments about it. He bought and installed an extra caller-id 
(hidden) so that he had a record of ALL incoming calls! 
 
As a hairdresser, I used to partly work at home. Some of the calls I received at home were from my clients. 
The caller ID did not always have their names but had their husband’s names. My husband would call these 
numbers back to find out why they called the house! To say the least, it was very embarrassing and hurtful 
that the person I was married to did not trust me! 
 
The other thing he did was to check the mileage in the car to see how far I had driven any day and make 
issues out of the information. I was surprised and shocked! 
 
My family and friends were being criticized and sometimes called names. I was being isolated from 
everybody. At one time my house keys disappeared/hidden and I could not go anywhere – to work, Church 
and anywhere else – without him driving me. I was a prisoner in my own home! 
 
Most of the time alcohol was involved. He would rattle off a litany of insults with belittling and humiliation 
and, at times, things became physical. 
 
I am glad there were no children involved.  If there were, they would have learned all this bad behavior and 
think that that was normal and acceptable behavior since parents are the role models and first teachers of 
their children.  Once a spouse hits the other spouse, the love covenant is broken! No one hates his/her own 
flesh but nourishes and cherishes it, as Christ does the Church. 
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I found help and I have been free for 18 years! I’m now an advocate for those who suffer abuse! 
 
If you have experienced or are experiencing these things at your home or in your relationship, please, seek 
help.  It is private and confidential. Do not suffer alone.  Help is ALWAYS available!  You can contact the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1 (800) 799-7233.  
 
Whoever mistreats another is in darkness; walks in darkness and does not know where he/she is going 
because the darkness has blinded his/her eyes. Pope Francis says, “In the face of UNJUST and PAINFUL 
situations, faith brings us the light which scatters the darkness.”   

 

Prayers of the Faithful for October 2021 

 

FIRST SUNDAY 
For all people in abusive relationships. May they experience God’s love and know that their abuse is not God’s 
will. May they find in our parish community the courage and support to seek help, find safety, and free 
themselves from domestic violence. 
 
SECOND SUNDAY 
For children who are victims of abuse or are traumatized by witnessing violence in their homes. May they know 
that God loves them and receive comfort and assistance in our parish community. 
 
THIRD SUNDAY 
For the elderly who are abused. May they experience God’s love and find the support and resources they need 
in our parish community. 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY 
For teenagers in violent or controlling relationships. May they find in our parish the role models of kindness, 
care, and love that will show them how to recognize what a healthy and whole relationship should be. 
 
FIFTH SUNDAY 
For all parishioners that we might become more aware of those experiencing abuse, that we show them support and 
encouragement and remind them that someone cares. 
 

Social Media Posts for October 2020 
 

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love.” -Prayer of St. Francis 
of Assisi. 
 
Catholic teaching about domestic abuse is explained in When I call for Help. Find it at http://bit.ly/usccb_dv.  
 
“What can you do to promote world peace? Go home and love your family.” -St. Teresa of Calcutta. 
 
“The time has come to condemn vigorously the types of sexual violence which frequently have women for 
their object and to pass laws which effectively defend them from such violence.” -Pope Francis 
 
Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us and for peace in our families.  


