
While you won’t find me at the 
horse races, I do feel that we at 
Catholic Charities have won 
the Triple Crown.

I say that because Catholic 
Charities has experienced 
three resounding successes 
this winter that will benefit 
the agency immediately and 
for years to come. 

Our annual gala on March 13 raised more than $2 
million, a phenomenal achievement for an event 
that was forced to be held virtually because of the 
pandemic. I am inspired by our staff, who bring 
ingenuity and creativity to their work. They ensured that 
the gala was an enjoyable evening for the 750 people who 
attended in this new format.

Secondly, young professionals who are committed to the 
mission of Catholic Charities have formed a society called 
83.33. We stretched to set a goal of 100 members by the 
night of the gala, and we exceeded that goal.

The 83.33 Society’s name is a reference to members’ giving 
commitment. They donate $83.33 each month for a total of 
$1,000 a year. Together, this group will contribute one-half 
million dollars to our capital campaign over the next five 
years. 

The significance of young professionals’ involvement 
goes beyond these donations. They are the future of 
philanthropy; they are the future of the Catholic Charities’ 
community. 

Thirdly, we announced at the gala that $99 million has 
been raised toward our $100 million capital campaign, 
“Our Community. Our Commitment. Our Legacy.” I am 
taken aback by this early response, and I can only call it 
unbelievable generosity.

These are huge successes for us — our Triple Crown. But the 
real winners, of course, are the men, women and children 

who come to us seeking help meeting their basic needs of 
food, housing, health care and employment. A big thank you 
to those who already responded to the capital campaign. I 
am moved by your commitment.

Others of you have played an important role in Catholic 
Charities through the years by giving to our annual fund 
appeal and other drives. Please join me now in this 
extraordinary capital campaign. With your help, we can 
cross the finish line.

When I joined Catholic Charities as CEO 10 years ago, I 
never dreamt of this historic moment. With the success of a 
capital campaign of this stature, we can support community 
programs that are vital to so many and we can leave a 
legacy of support for generations to come. 

The pandemic has shown us just how fragile life can be. It 
also has reminded us that we are all called to serve.

I’ve said “Yes” to the capital campaign. Will you join me?

You can do so by visiting catholiccharitiesdc.org/
ourcampaign-give.

A MessAge FroM FAther John

InsIde: Food as Hope | Gala | CarItas!
GivinG Back

The largest fundraising 
campaign in Catholic Charities 
history was announced at the 
2021 Gala, with an ambitious 
goal of $100 million to support 
current programming and 
ensure critical services continue 
for generations to come.

During the virtual gala on 
March 13, Msgr. John Enzler 
shared the exciting news that 
$99 million has been raised so 

far, including $7 million during the pandemic — “the 
most challenging time in our history.”

continued on pAge 11

Agency Announces cAMpAign 
to rAise $100 Million

sprInG 2021

Mike Williams, a member of the 
Board of Directors
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A Special Thank You 
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to the leadership of the capital campaign.

Robert and Anna Trone, campaign chairs
Pat and Mary Anne † Clancy, honorary campaign chairs

R. Scott and Courtney Pastrick, honorary campaign chairs

The extraordinary response to the campaign as we pursue our goal of $100 
million is a tribute to their generosity of spirit and commitment to service.  

Thank you to them for leading the way and to the members of the Campaign 
Executive Committee, who serve in collaboration with the Catholic Charities 
Board of Directors and the Catholic Charities Foundation Board of Directors.

Kate and Vince Burke
Carolyn and Matt Carroccio
Caitlin McNamara Chalke  
  and Chris Chalke
Laura and William (Billy) Kappaz

Kathleen McGuan
Genevieve Murphy
Dresden Koons and Alex Perdikis
Beth and John Veihmeyer
Mary Anne and Kevin Virostek

our CommunIty. 
OUR COMMITMENT. OUR LEGACY.
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service excellence:  
helping newcoMers, Building 
relAtionships And eMpowering 
Futures
Since beginning in the fall of 2020, the Newcomer Network 
has moved with purpose to establish practices, partner with 
parishes, and begin work with clients.

Created with a generous investment from the A. James 
& Alice B. Clark Foundation and headquartered at the 
Catholic Charities Center in Silver Spring, the Newcomer 
Network provides social services and opportunities to allow 
immigrants to connect to their new community through a 
convenient referral system.

Catholic Charities anticipated that many people would 
be referred to the Newcomer Network after seeking 
immigration legal services. So, earlier this year, our longtime 
Immigration Legal Services department was combined with 
the Newcomer Network to create seamless access to legal 
and social services.

This winter, the Newcomer Network began working with 
a handful of clients. From that experience, Executive 
Director Sister Sharlet Wagner has found that navigators 
and Immigration Legal Services attorneys are able to 
complement one another’s work, providing tremendous 
benefits to the clients. “Clients who come to us seeking legal 
assistance often have significant other needs,” Sister Sharlet 
said.  “The Newcomer Network model enables us to meet 
the needs of the whole person, addressing both the legal 
issue and the social service needs issues.”

Among the network’s clients is “Lisa,” who asked for 
assistance with her asylum case and representation. She 
was enrolled in the Immigration Legal Services pro bono 
program for assistance with her asylum case, and then 
was referred to navigators for help with her other needs. 
The navigator was able to satisfy her immediate need by 
presenting her with a grocery gift card and then worked with 
her to identify additional goals, which included finding a job 
and getting access to affordable health care.

Through the network’s continued support and 
encouragement, “Lisa” was able to secure employment and 
get health care for herself and her daughter through the 
Maryland Health Connection. 

With a growing call for assistance from newcomers, the 
network is collaborating with St. Camillus and St. Bernard 
churches by establishing satellite offices at the parishes. 
Located in Montgomery County and Prince George County, 

respectively, the parishes are referring people in need 
of help and connecting them to the network. While this 
referral system is in a pilot phase, the network anticipates 
partnering with more parishes to increase their outreach. 
And in an exciting next step, the network will open its office 
to the public in the fall. Housed within the Catholic Charities 
Center in Montgomery County, the office will be a location 
where individuals can meet in person with an attorney and 
navigator case manager.

With the substantial progress in building a social services 
network for immigrants, the Newcomer Network needs 
additional pro bono attorneys and other volunteers. Your 
contribution can help better the lives of individuals and 
families who are new to the region. To learn more about 
the program, including how you can volunteer and donate, 
please visit the Newcomer Network page on our website at 
catholiccharitiesdc.org/newcomer-network.

Addressing hunger one MeAl 
At A tiMe 
Cup of Joe and St. Maria’s Meals have long helped feed 
those most vulnerable. With food insecurity on the rise 
during the pandemic, these two specialty food assistance 
programs have served important roles in the fight against 
hunger, while allowing donors and volunteers to have a 
direct impact on members of their community.

Cup of Joe is a pre-packaged breakfast program that serves 
men and women in Catholic Charities’ shelters. Each day, 
people experiencing homelessness receive a quart-sized 
breakfast bag packed with a fruit cup, crackers, breakfast 
bar, juice box and other items. Since the start of the 
pandemic, Cup of Joe has distributed more than 75,000 
breakfast bags to the hungry.

our CommunIty.
OUR COMMITMENT. OUR LEGACY.

Executive Director Sister Sharlet Wagner and Navigators Manager Jenny Cachaya

continued on pAge 4 
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cup oF Joe continued 
FroM pAge 3
With the founding of the 
83.33 Society by emerging 
philanthropists, we heard more 
calls for opportunities to give 
back. In response, we created 
a family-friendly Cup of Joe 
volunteer packing activity.  
  
Here’s how it works: Sponsors of 
the volunteer activity are asked 
to make a donation to cover the 
cost of the breakfast bag supplies 

($2.75 a bag) or purchase the supplies themselves. Packing 
takes place at the location and time of their choice. Catholic 
Charities staff deliver supplies and bins and then pick up the 
bags when they are packed. About eight volunteers packing 
50 bags each can complete the task in about an hour.

Among those who have coordinated Cup of Joe packing 
activities are 83.33 Society inaugural members Chris and 
Michelle Connolly, and Martin and Reenie McCarthy.

“It was a rewarding experience for all families,” one Cup of 
Joe volunteer said. 

A second specialty food program, St. Maria’s Meals, provides 
a comforting meal to families and individuals who are 
experiencing hunger with distributions in downtown D.C., 
Temple Hills and Takoma Park.

Because dining together is discouraged during the 
pandemic, a traditional hot meal prepared by our 
KitchenWork program has been replaced with a pre-
packaged lunch bag and a hot sandwich.

With homeless shelters opened 24/7, the number of 
people served by St. Maria’s Meals during the pandemic 
has fluctuated, but the program has consistently served 
650 meals each week. Demand has recently matched pre-
pandemic levels at the Tuesday evening meal service in 
Temple Hills, and the Friday morning service in Takoma 
Park. 

St. Maria’s Meals has seen a steady increase in volunteers 
after the pandemic forced a pause in in-person 
volunteering. Among those volunteering are two members 
of our Hope Corps who regularly help with the Friday 
morning meal.

For information about how you can contribute to these 
innovative food programs, visit our website or https://bit.
ly/3tnG6BA.

AMid econoMic crisis, 
equipping neighBors with 
lAnguAge And JoB trAining
With the pandemic making it difficult for people of 
color and non-English speaking individuals to overcome 
socioeconomic barriers, Catholic Charities’ educational 
programs have been especially important to empower those 
who have been disproportionately affected by COVID-19. 

Thanks to flexibility and ingenuity, the network of 
educational programs for non-English speaking individuals 
found success in adapting to challenges created by the 
pandemic.

Before the pandemic hit, the Spanish Catholic Center 
in Gaithersburg secured special funding to provide 
loaner laptops for participants in English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL) classes. The program piloted 
a hybrid in-person/virtual class in which students used 
Chromebooks and online tools. This format helped students 
get accustomed to working with teachers remotely. When 
courses were forced to move to a virtual-only format 
because of the pandemic, both students and teachers were 
ready, and the transition went smoothly.

“Virtual courses have gained similar popularity to our in-
person classes,” said Laura Irwin, ESOL program supervisor. 
More than 163 students enrolled in three academic cycles 
last year, and 75 individuals are enrolled in classes that 
began in April. 

Graduates of the ESOL program often go on to pursue other 
career-related endeavors. One became a teacher’s assistant 
for Montgomery County Public Schools; another enrolled in 
a community college in preparation to become a certified 
medical assistant. Some prepare for the U.S. citizenship 
exam. 

Yet others go on to attend a Catholic Charities workforce 
training program such as the Green Construction Pre-
Apprenticeship program within the Michael H. Kappaz 
Workforce Training Center at our facility in Northwest D.C. 

Like the ESOL program, job training programs — including 
National Center for Construction Education & Research 
(NCCER) Electrical, and Latinos in Finance programs — 
continued unabated during the pandemic with quarterly 
offerings thanks to the help of community partners the 
Mayor’s Office on Latino Affairs and the Office of the 
State Superintendent of Education.

our CommunIty.
OUR COMMITMENT. OUR LEGACY.
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Each day, people come to Catholic Charities for help in 
meeting their basic needs, and we respond in the moment. 
But just as we are thinking about what must be done today, 
we are also thinking ahead.

In looking to the future, Catholic Charities has earmarked 
$30 million from the campaign for the agency’s endowment. 
This investment will double the endowment’s value and 
have positive effects, both immediately and long term.

As 2020 ended, Catholic Charities’ endowment was valued 
at $38,456,307. Each year, a minimum distribution of 4.3 
percent is requested of the Foundation Board of Directors 
to support our annual general operations. 

A $30 million investment will double the endowment’s value 
and provide an immediate impact by supporting current 
operations and create a long-term outcome by increasing 
resources for programs.

As the endowment is strengthened and continues to grow, 
it will provide the ability to plan, especially for the periods of 
uncertainty.

“We need to put Catholic Charities in a position where it can 
continue to provide services even during really down times,” 

says Pat Clancy, honorary campaign chair. “Building that 
endowment will make sure that we are able to be consistent 
in providing service.”

Deferred gifts, such as naming Catholic Charities as a 
beneficiary of an estate plan, are one way that many have 
given to the future of the agency and are counted as part 
of this historic campaign. These donors make up our Good 
Samaritan Society, which recognizes legacies today.

Legacy giving enables people to “plan for the future when 
all the needs they have to meet today have been met,” says 
Kathleen McGuan, a member of the campaign executive 
committee. 

Support of the endowment continues the work of Catholic 
Charities for generations to come. 

“We have a moment in time when we can secure the legacy 
for Catholic Charities for a long time,” says John Veihmeyer, 
vice chair of the Board of Directors and member of the 
campaign executive committee. “That’s through personal 
involvement, but it’s also going to require financial support, 
building an endowment that’s going to make sure that 
Catholic Charities can sustain itself years into the future.”

our CommunIty.
OUR COMMITMENT. OUR LEGACY.

the endowMent: A FoundAtion For our work

JoB trAining continued FroM pAge 4 
Since the start of the pandemic, 48 students have completed 
the Latinos in Finance course, which prepared them for jobs 
as bank tellers. Fifteen individuals have registered for this 
spring’s class, which begins in May.

The Green Construction Pre-Apprenticeship program 
graduated three classes during the year. The curriculum was 
modified for virtual learning by program staff, which allowed 
students to complete their course work and qualify for a 
nationally accredited certificate in green construction.

The certificate in green construction positions graduates 
well for employment. A recent partnership with the 
construction company Baker DC, LLC led to 14 graduates 
starting two-year carpenter apprenticeships. 

Other green construction graduates choose to continue 
their studies with Catholic Charities by enrolling in a level-
one electrical course, which also was modified for virtual 
learning. Seven students were welcomed into an electrical 
course that began in April.

To learn more about our employment and adult education 
programs, visit https://bit.ly/3tWlXD3.

https://bit.ly/3tWlXD3
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Mass Honors HealtH Care Professionals
The John Carroll Society’s Rose Mass on March 14 honored health 
care professionals, including Dr. Paul Melluzzo, a longtime friend of 
Catholic Charities and former medical volunteer at our Spanish Catholic 
Center clinic. Dr. Melluzzo received the 2021 James Cardinal Hickey 
Lifetime Service Award. 

Also honored were Dr. Charles Dietrich, a volunteer at the Spanish 
Catholic Center dental clinic; and the Radiology Department at Sibley 
Memorial Hospital/Johns Hopkins Medicine, represented by Dr. Alan 
Kronthal, who provides pro bono services to patients of the Catholic 
Charities Health Care Network. 

Among those attending the 29th annual Mass celebrated by Cardinal 
Wilton Gregory at the Church of the Little Flower in Bethesda were 
Sister Romana Uzodimma, Health Care Network program manager, and 
Brigid Prosser, director of our Volunteer Medical Clinic.

CHildren 
eMbraCe Good 
oral HealtH 
witH dental 
drive
National Children’s 
Dental Health Month 
was met with all smiles, 
as the staff of our dental 

clinics did outreach to schoolchildren in February and 
schools donated dental supplies to our clinics.

Led by Dr. Lucciola Lambruschini, head of our dental clinics, 
presentations for Sacred Heart Elementary School in 
D.C. and Oaklands Elementary School in Laurel reminded 
children to brush their teeth, floss, and eat healthy food 
such as veggies and fruits while refraining from candy and 
sugary drinks. The dental team also hosted radio shows 
dedicated to the children’s oral health and nutrition on 
Radio America with volunteer guests Marlene Orantes and 
Olga Pulgar-Vidal. 

As part of Catholic Schools Week, students at Our Lady 
of Victory School in D.C. and St. Bartholomew School in 
Bethesda collected toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, mouth 
wash and other items in a drive coordinated by teacher 
and parent Amy Boccella-Smith. They were joined in the 
collection effort by Holy Spirit School in Annandale, Va., 
where Carolyn Dietrich, daughter of longtime dental clinic 
volunteer Dr. Charles Dietrich, coordinated a drive, as well 
as by other donors.

food 
distributions 
tarGet areas of 
Greatest need
In 2020, food assistance 
during the pandemic 
was a godsend to the 
thousands of people 
who received grocery 

boxes and prepared family meals at large-scale community 
giveaways and food pantries. After witnessing the 
effectiveness of these efforts, our community responded 
with generous support of a virtual food drive in December.

As a result, we are continuing to combat food insecurity 
brought on by the pandemic.

Since early February, food distributions have been reaching 
communities and neighborhoods most severely impacted by 
the economic crisis. In March, 400 food packages were given 
out one morning at three apartment buildings identified by 
Gaithersburg’s town manager. Early spring distributions also 
were held in Southeast D.C. and Rockville.

Distributions are planned through June 21, with three 
giveaways at a church location and four distributions at 
apartment properties yet this spring.

Volunteers provide essential help. Seneca Creek 
Community Church lent many helping hands for the 
Gaithersburg distribution, and volunteers from Brookfield 
Properties have been serving at distributions at apartment 
properties this spring.

around tHe aGenCy

Catholic Standard photo by Andrew Biraj
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around tHe aGenCy
CatHoliC CHarities beCoMes a trusted 
sourCe of inforMation on Covid-19

Catholic Charities is playing 
an important role in helping 
vulnerable members of the 
community get accurate 
information about COVID-19 
and make informed decisions 
about being vaccinated.

An agency-wide COVID task 
force was set up in March 2020, 
and it has created building 
operation plans, and contact 
tracing and other protocols. 

Information and resources from the group were shared in 
weekly updates to the staff. 

A subcommittee focused on the vaccine geared up this 
winter. It created a vaccine toolkit for managers, organized 
a staff presentation by volunteer Dr. James Goedert, and 
addressed vaccine hesitancy in small group discussions.

Through this education of employees, information and 
resources on health and safety cascaded to clients, 
particularly people of color who have been most affected by 
COVID.

“We built systems, policies and educational materials that 
aligned with current public health guidance to protect the 
health and safety of our staff, clients and communities. 
Building and applying these protocols required collaboration 
across departments, expertise and swift mobilization,” said 
Bernadette Antoon, director of professional development 
and a leader of the task force. “We truly built bridges to 
better health.”

“Vaccine helpers” 
coordinated by 
the Volunteer 
Engagement Office 
have been assisting 
staff, clients and 
families preregister 
for the vaccine and 
get appointments.

Departments such as Developmental Disabilities Services 
and the Newcomer Network have assisted clients in 
registering for vaccine appointments. When custodial staff 
that clean medical sites became eligible, Catholic Charities 
managers helped them overcome challenges in navigating 
the registration process. COMPASS hosted a virtual Q&A 
session with its client members, and staff with Anchor 
Behavioral Health and other programs encouraged clients 
by sharing “Why I Got Vaccinated.” 

In February, CEO Father John Enzler reflected on the 
pandemic in an email to staff. He encouraged employees 
to get vaccinated to ensure the health of their clients and 
coworkers, saying: “I’m so pleased that a number of our 
front-line workers have received the vaccine and that staff 
and residents at our low-barrier shelters are receiving the 
vaccine, as well.”

Managers were crucial in getting front-line staff vaccinated 
as quickly as possible. 
The agency provided 
paid time off for 
vaccine appointments 
and offered 
transportation.

Supervisors aided 
employees whose 
work situations 
limited their ability 
to get an appointment. Employees of the KitchenWork 
program, as an example, work in the field and do not 
have time to access a computer. Once they were eligible, 
a manager proactively searched for vaccine opportunities 
online and secured appointments for them.

Once eligibility was widened this spring, more than 200 staff 
members and active volunteers were vaccinated through a 
partnership with Holy Cross Hospital.

The expertise gained through these experiences has been 
shared in the broader community. In late April, four staff 
members gave a two-hour presentation in a “COVID-19: 
Tabletop Discussion” for the Maryland chapter of the 
National Association of Social Workers. Seventy-five people 
attended the presentation, which qualified for continuing 
education credits.
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volunteers honored For their  
exceptionAl coMMitMent to service
Eight individual volunteers and an Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
have been honored in the annual Caritas! Volunteer Recognition 
program, which recognizes exceptional volunteers whose contributions 
embody the mission of Catholic Charities.   

The honorees were announced at a virtual ceremony hosted by the 
Volunteer Engagement Office on April 20 during National Volunteer 
Week.

“We deeply appreciate the thousands of volunteers who stepped up 
to join us to offer help and hope to people — especially during this 
extraordinary year of the pandemic,” says Maggie O’Neill, director of 
Catholic Charities’ volunteer office. “This handful of volunteers brings 

exceptional love, energy and skills to Catholic Charities. Their commitments complement that of our excellent staff and give 
a little more help and hope to people accessing the services we offer.” 

Across the agency, thousands of volunteers touch the lives of people in our care each year. Caritas! honorees are selected 
for their impact and innovative approaches to helping people in poverty. They are chosen from among those nominated by 
Catholic Charities staff. 

VolunteerIsm

tHis year’s insPirinG Honorees are:
Ann Davis and Lynda Camalier, who received the Father John O’Connor Award for Empowerment. The two members of 

Catholic Charities’ President’s Council have managed a very successful Christmas 
Angel Tree campaign for the past five years. The lifelong friends coordinated 
the donation and collection of Christmas gifts for 100 families each year. Their 
commitment and actions have brought joy to hundreds of children and their 
parents during the holiday season. With the President’s Council’s efforts and other 
donations, 1,656 children from 717 area families received Christmas gifts in 2020, 
a record number for the annual program.

Rhonda Golder, who received the Msgr. Geno Baroni Award for Advocacy. A volunteer with Developmental Disabilities 
Services, Golder is described as a true crusader for the rights and needs of those in the developmental 
disabilities community. A longtime volunteer, she also supported the Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy Institute by 
advocating for legislation in the Maryland State Assembly on reimbursement rates for developmental 
disabilities provider agencies. In her discussion with lawmakers and testimony to the state assembly, 
she shared her own compelling story as the parent of a child in the Montgomery County Employment 
Services program, a volunteer, and a direct support professional. The bills she discussed were 
successfully passed. 

Debi Sanders, who was nominated for Catholic Charities USA Volunteer of the Year. Since her retirement from Immigration 
Legal Services (ILS) in April 2014, Sanders has continued to demonstrate a commitment to fairness in 
the immigration system as an ongoing volunteer with ILS. She was instrumental in setting up a robust 
pro bono program and establishing the immigration program’s partnership with the Family Justice 
Center in Rockville. Her volunteer efforts have been essential to ILS’s fundraising efforts, as she has 
secured donations from an extensive network of supporters. Her spirit of giving shows in other ways, 
as well. She knits sweaters, blankets and scarfs for ILS staff, volunteers and interns, and she has been a 
mentor for many ILS interns.

continued on pAge 9
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VolunteerIsm

Housing and Homeless Services: Mary 
Jane Reese and Susan Krudys, volunteers 
at Dorothy Day Place who organized 
volunteers to provide daily meals to 
residents.

tHose naMed volunteers of tHe year for dePartMents at CatHoliC CHarities are:
Adult & Children Clinical Services: Dr. 
Maria Nichols-Ferrer, a dental services 
volunteer who recruited additional 
volunteers for the dental clinic at the 
Spanish Catholic Center.

Family, Parish and Community Outreach: 
Mike Littman, a volunteer mentor and 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance preparer 
with the Financial Stability Network.

Enterprise, Education, & Employment: 
The ANC 1D and Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors volunteers in Mount Pleasant, 
represented by Kevin Fitzgerald, which 
mobilized to ensure COVID-safe measures 
at the expanded food pantry distribution.

Volunteer of the year awards for departments went to Marissa 
McKeever with the Health Care Network; Mary Lu Carnevale 
from the SHARE Food Network; Ethan Bishop from the Volunteer 
Engagement Office and HOPE Corps; and Valerie Johnson from the 
Housing and Homeless Services department.

tHis year’s Caritas! Celebration also reCoGnized Honorees naMed in 2020, wHen an 
awards ProGraM Could not be Held beCause of tHe PandeMiC. 

tHe Honorees in 2020 were:

Joe Weiss, a Dorothy Day Place 
volunteer, Msgr. Geno Baroni 
Award. 

Kathleen McGuan, a volunteer 
with Immigration Legal Services, 
Father John O’Connor Award for 
Empowerment.
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Hundreds gathered virtually on March 
13 to celebrate the work of Catholic 
Charities and thank its philanthropic 
community. The popular gala raised 
about $2 million to support ongoing 
operations and programs.

Father John Enzler hosted the event, and 
chef José Andrés served as honorary 
chair.

After organizing in-person gala 
celebrations for more than three 
decades, Catholic Charities turned to 
a virtual format this year in keeping 
with public health recommendations. 
Although held virtually, the evening 
included personal touches such as take-
home food from Ridgewells Catering 
and wine from Total Wine & More.

Attendees were delighted by the music 
of Nashville singer-song writer Maggie 
Rose, who sang from her upcoming 
album, “Have a Seat.”

“It’s what the whole spirit of being 
Catholic is all about, helping others 
out to lessen the suffering in the world 
and doing it with love in our heart,” the 
Potomac native said.

The gala also featured remarks from 
Kevin Virostek and Robert Trone of the 
Catholic Charities Board of Directors, as 
well as Cardinal Wilton Gregory.

To watch a recording of the gala, visit 
https://bit.ly/30VLkaU. To view photos, 
visit our Flickr gallery at https://bit.
ly/3gt5NNB.

At the gala, Executive Director Scott Lewis, who oversees 
food pantries and programs, spoke with chef José 
Andrés about meeting the basic need of food. Here are 
highlights from the conversation with the humanitarian 
and founder of World Central Kitchen.

José Andrés: We’ve been trying to do our small part, 
like Catholic Charities has been doing here in the 
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area. Bringing hope one 
plate of food at a time. And in the process of doing this, 
I see that there’s plenty of empathy everywhere. Small 
moments of love shown through a plate of food.

Scott Lewis: A year ago, we were thinking about this 
pandemic and not really knowing how it was going to 
impact us. We still had two food distributions that we 
were doing. We decided that we were going to continue 
because, for the people whom we were serving, food 
was the priority over the pandemic at that time. And it in 
some ways, it still is. 

Andrés: One of my favorite parts of the Bible is Matthew 
25. For I was hungry, you gave me something to eat. I 
was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink. That’s 
what we do. It’s as simple as that. 

Lewis: A year later now, we’ve distributed 3.5 million 
meals. It’s pretty amazing for Catholic Charities. Eighty 
thousand boxes of groceries given out to families in 
the community. It’s all done through the support of 
incredible donors and volunteers.

I’ve heard you say that food is hope. I think that’s a 
wonderful expression because it really resonates with 
the type of work that we’ve been doing.

Andrés: When you see a lake in a very peaceful setting, 
and nothing moves. … This to me is fascinating that it 
takes only one drop of water or one stone hitting the 
surface of the lake to get ripple effects all across the 
lake. I encourage everybody to think that the stone in 
the lake starts with you. And this is what gives me hope. 

Lewis: I’m humbled to speak with you and feel grateful 
to use you as an example for the work that we do. 

Andrés: Let’s hope to build an even better community. 
One meal at a time, one plate of food at a time is not 
a bad way to start. That’s how big things happen — 
with one small, good deed, with one small gesture of 
empathy. Food, to me, is one simple way to show that. 

To watch the full conversation, check out a recording of 
the gala on YouTube: https://bit.ly/30VLkaU

2021 Gala

36th AnnuAl gAlA: A virtuAl gAthering 

Food As hope: A conversAtion with cheF José Andrés

 https://bit.ly/30VLkaU
 https://bit.ly/30VLkaU
https://bit.ly/3gt5NNB. 
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“Our commitment as the 
community of Catholic 
Charities provides life 
essentials and support 

to those who often don’t 
know how they are going to 

survive otherwise. In Catholic 
Charities, we work together for 

the good of all.” 

— Cardinal Wilton Gregory —

“$99 million. That’s unbelievable generosity,” Father 
John said. “Together we are making a difference. 
Your support will allow us to continue our important 
programming, add state-of-the-art services for 
newcomers to our community, and plan for the future.”

He thanked the donors who already have said “Yes,” 
including dozens who have joined our Good Samaritan 
Society by naming Catholic Charities in their estate 
plans; the A. James & Alice B. Clark Foundation, which 
has made a multi-year investment in the founding 
of our Newcomer Network; and the 103 inaugural 
members of the 83.33 Society, whose monthly 
recurring donations will contribute one-half million 
dollars over five years.

Robert Trone, who serves as campaign chair, issued an 
invitation to all to join this unprecedented effort. “It is 
fitting that the campaign is called ‘Our Community. Our 
Commitment. Our Legacy,’” he noted. 

In aspiring to welcome 1,000 additional contributors to 
the campaign, Father John emphasized that every gift — 
regardless of its size — matters.

“This campaign allows all of us — you — to be part of 
something big, something bold, something beautiful,” 
said Kevin Virostek, chair of the Board of Directors. 
“The client at a homeless shelter, the recipient of 
Immigration Legal Services, the person who has found 
direction with our COMPASS program. They — and all 

those who Catholic Charities serves — do indeed find 
something beautiful: Hope. And inspiring hope is at the 
heart of what we do as Catholic Charities’ supporters.”

Support of the campaign will go toward three priorities: 

• Commitment to Service Excellence — A $50 million 
investment in existing programs that address the 
basic needs of the poor, as well as build a foundation 
for stability and a pathway out of poverty. An 
additional $5 million will be used to integrate the new 
COMPASS program into the portfolio of care. 

• Leaving a Legacy — A $30 million investment in 
the Catholic Charities endowment will double the 
endowment’s value and provide an immediate impact 
by supporting current operations and create a long-
term outcome by increasing resources for programs. 

• Our Community of Newcomers — $15 million 
will be invested in the launch of the first-of-its-kind 
Newcomer Network to improve the lives of thousands 
of vulnerable immigrants in the region.

For more on “Our Community. Our Commitment. Our 
Legacy,” check out catholiccharitiesdc.org/ourcampaign. 

To answer Father John’s call to be part of this historic 
movement, visit catholiccharitiesdc.org/ourcampaign-
give.

Agency Announces cAMpAign to rAise $100 Million
continued FroM pAge 1

2021 Gala
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Many young professionals want 
to help address the D.C. area’s 
complex social issues, but they 
often don’t know where to start 
or whether they even can afford 
to make a difference at this point 
in their lives. So, it is hugely 

impactful when they hear that, for just $83.33 a month, they 
can provide one meal a day for someone in need through 
the Cup of Joe program.

Making such a difference, along with family-
friendly volunteer opportunities, were what 
drew Lisa Manfreda and her husband, 
Brendan, to the 83.33 Society.

The 83.33 Society is a giving circle in which 
participants make a difference through 
volunteerism, mentorship, education and 
philanthropy in the form of a recurring $83.33 
donation — the cost of feeding a person 
experiencing homelessness breakfast each 
day.

Since joining the 83.33 Society, Lisa Manfreda 
has shared her involvement with friends who were eager to 
join themselves.

“My husband, Brendan, and I loved the idea of being part 
of the next generation of Catholic Charities donors and 
volunteers,” Manfreda says.  “All four of our children are in 
Catholic school, and we are always looking for opportunities 
to carry that Catholic teaching out of the classroom and into 
the community.”  

One recent opportunity aligned with Catholic Schools Week, 
when a friend and neighbor held a Cup of Joe packing 
activity at their home. “The children were encouraged to ask 
friends and relatives to ‘sponsor’ a certain number of bags 
for Cup of Joe, and the children — with quite a bit of parent 
assistance — then all got together to prepare as many bags 
as they were able to get sponsors for.”

The result, she says, “was such a great lesson for them and 
provided an opportunity for us as parents to really talk 
about the importance of giving back and helping those in 
need.”

Manfreda first got involved with Catholic Charities in 
2014, when she was asked to give a family law seminar for 

clients and staff attorneys. For the last five years, she has 
been a volunteer with the Legal Network, working directly 
with clients and providing family law mentorship to staff 
attorneys and volunteer attorneys as they navigate family 
law cases on behalf of clients.

“Being an attorney in a small law firm doesn’t always provide 
many pro bono opportunities, and my work with the Legal 
Network has allowed me to give back in an important way,” 
she says. 

There has been one experience that sums 
up why she believes it’s important to be 
part of the Catholic Charities community. 
After she helped a client navigate a difficult 
custody case, the client broke down in tears. 
“She told me through her interpreter that 
her ex-husband had threatened her that the 
legal system wouldn’t help her and wouldn’t 
take her seriously because she didn’t speak 
English and couldn’t afford an attorney.”

Then, the impact became so clear to 
Manfreda. “She thanked me for advocating 
for her and her children, and it really hit me 

that, through Catholic Charities, we have the ability to have a 
real and lasting impact on someone’s life,” she says.
 
Catholic Charities is rooted in a faith-based call to service. 
“One of my favorite Father John quotes that I always like to 
share with people is, ‘We don’t help people because they’re 
Catholic. We help them because we are.’ It has really stuck 
with me.

“Serving the community through my involvement with 
Catholic Charities is the best way that I can think of to 
live my faith, which is important to me, especially as my 
husband and I raise four children in the Catholic faith,” 
she adds. “It is important to us to not just talk about being 
Catholic but to show our kids what it means to be Catholic 
and working with Catholic Charities has given me the 
opportunity to set that example.”

The 83.33 Society was formed just before the pandemic 
hit, she notes. The fact that the society exceeded its goal 
of reaching 100 members “is a testament both to the 
commitment of the original members and to the desire of 
many young professionals to get involved in community 
service and philanthropy.” 

83.33 society MeMBer lives her FAith By serving the coMMunity
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