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However, we believe there is more that can be done to ensure equal access to justice. To 

that end, we are excited to announce a few new projects. First, the Legal Network has 

recently begun an expungement program, operating under the principle that, oftentimes, 

"cleaning up" a person's record opens doors to employment and housing that might 

otherwise remain closed. Second, the Legal Network is ramping up its efforts to assist 

individuals in obtaining identification cards, a necessity in this day and age. Finally, 

forecasted for the fall is a program designed to assist individuals and families impacted 

by the recent changes to DACA and TPS with planning for these potential changes 

through financial and/or custodial powers of attorney. All of this on top of the recent 

expansion of Legal Network services into Prince George's County through the Susan D. 

Mona Center, which opened a mere six months ago.  

While we are grateful for your support, we are always in need of volunteers. We are 

seeking attorneys to help with our weekly intake, both at our downtown location and at 

the new Mona Center in Prince George's County, as well as, with any of the new 

programs mentioned above.  

Again, thank you. Your support and assistance are vital to our ability to provide legal 

services to low income residents in the District of Columbia and Maryland.  

Sincerely 

James D. Bishop, Esq.,  
Director 
Catholic Charities Legal Network of the Archdiocese of Washington 

 

The mission of Catholic 

Charities Legal Network is 

“to provide access to the 

highest quality pro bono 

civil legal services to the 

poorest of the poor within 

the Archdiocese of 

Washington.” 
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Letter from the Director 
Friends, let me start by saying thank you. Catholic Charities Legal Network 

could not be the organization that it is without you – our volunteers and 

donors. With your assistance, we are able to provide 

essential pro bono legal services to low income residents 

of Washington, D.C. and its suburbs in Maryland.  

One key goal of the Legal Network is to ensure that all 

persons have equal access to justice. In a legal system that 

grows increasingly more complicated, having an attorney 

to stand by your side can make all the difference. This 

makes the work that we do even more important. The 

mission of our program states, in part, that the goal of the 

Legal Network is to "provide access to the highest quality pro bono civil legal 

services to the poorest of the poor within the Archdiocese of Washington." 

2018 Volunteer Reception 
On Thursday, April 12, 2018, Catholic Charities Legal Network held its annual Volunteer Reception. The purpose of this recep-
tion is to thank and to celebrate the Legal Network's dedicated volunteers, without whom we would be unable to operate. Addi-
tionally, the Legal Network takes this time to honor select volunteers for outstanding service – through the Milan C. Miskovsky 
and Cardinal Hickey awards. This year, the Legal Network was pleased to recognize the following individuals as recipients of 
the Milan C. Miskovsky Award – Courtney Carroccio, Esq., of Catholic Charities; Caroline Pinkston, Esq., of Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise; and John Renneisen, Esq., of O'Melveny & Myers LLP. The Cardinal Hickey Award was given to Lerch, Early & 
Brewer LLP, a Maryland-based law firm. Our featured speaker this year was Kim Viti Fiorentino, Chancellor and General 
Counsel for the Archdiocese of Washington. Her discussion of her pro bono experience and its impact on her life and career, 
moderated by Joseph Krauss, Esq., of Hogan Lovells LLP, was inspiring.  

To those who attended, those unable to attend, to all Catholic Charities Legal Network volunteers, we offer our sincerest thanks 
for all of the work that you do. Our work would not be possible without you.  

Special thanks to the following for the time and effort they put in to making the event a success: Kristine Dunne, Joeseph 
Krauss, Elizabeth Meers, Ari Fitzgerald, and the event staff at Hogan Lovells LLP.  

Left: Msgr. John Enzler; 

Michel J. Goecke, Esq. of 

Lerch, Early, & Brewer LLP; 

Lauri Cleary, Esq. also of 

Lerch, Early, & Brewer, LLP; 

James D. Bishop, Esq., 

Director of Catholic Charities 

Legal Network; and John E. 

McCarthy, Jr., Esq., of 

Crowell & Moring LLP, Legal 

Network Advisory Council 

Chairperson 

Right: Msgr. John Enzler; 

John D. Renneisen, Esq. 

of O’Melveny & Myers 

LLP;  James D. Bishop, 

Esq., Director of Catholic 

Charities Legal Network; 

and John E. McCarthy, 

Jr., Esq., of Crowell & 

Moring LLP, Legal 

Network Advisory 

Council Chairperson 

Left: Msgr. John Enzler; Caroline 

Pinkston, Esq., of Hewlett Packard 

Enterprises;  James D. Bishop, 

Esq., Director of Catholic Charities 

Legal Network; and John E. 

McCarthy, Jr., Esq., of Crowell & 

Moring LLP, Legal Network 

Advisory Council Chairperson  

Right: Msgr. John Enzler; 

James D. Bishop, Esq., 

Director of Catholic Charities 

Legal Network; Courtney 

Carroccio, Esq; and John E. 

McCarthy, Jr., Esq., of 

Crowell & Moring LLP, Legal 

Network Advisory Council 

Chairperson  

Congratulations to James D. 

Bishop, Esq., CCLN Director, 

(pictured above with CCLN 

volunteer Richard Bonsignore) 

on being sworn in to the Bar of 

the United States Supreme 

Court on Monday, May 21, 

2018!!! 



1st Annual Round Robin Tennis Event 
On Friday, April 27th, Catholic Charities Legal Network held its first annual Round Robin 
Tennis Event at Congressional Country Club in Bethesda, Maryland. With 56 players and 
40 attendees, this inaugural event was a roaring success. Players were greeted by wonder-
ful weather and invited to play on both the indoor and outdoor courts. Those not playing 
were able to mingle, snack, and peruse a wonderful silent auction. Many thanks to our 
wonderful committee for putting together such a phenomenal tournament.  

THANK YOU! 

The Legal Network would like to extend a 

special thank you to the following persons, 

individuals, and organizations:  

• St. Patrick’s Catholic Church of 

Washington, DC for the donation of their 

May “poor box” to the Legal Network;  

• Robert P. Newman, of the Law Office of 

Robert P. Newman, P.C., & Darryl Kelley, of 

Darryl A. Kelley & Associates, LLC, who 

each took four cases from the Legal 

Network; and  

• Meaghan Kennedy, a 3L at Georgetown 

Law, who spent her semester providing 

the Legal Network with invaluable 

assistance.  

Watch This Space... 

Be on the lookout for more information of the following areas and projects:  

• In 2019, Catholic Charities Legal Network (CCLN) will celebrate its 30th 

Anniversary. Keep an eye out for further information on how you can help 
us celebrate. 

• ID Cards - CCLN has recently implemented a program tailored towards 

helping homeless individuals in obtaining ID cards. If you are interested in 
assisting with this exciting endeavor, please contact Ashlyn Anderson-
Keelin at (301) 615-0949 or ashlyn.anderson-keelin@cc-dc.org.   

• DACA/TPS - Starting this Fall, the Legal Network will begin offering assis-

tance with obtaining financial and custodial powers of attorney. If you are 
interested in helping some of our community’s most vulnerable, please 
contact Kelly Thompson via email at kelly.thompson@cc-dc.org.  

• The Legal Network’s Annual Golf Tournament will be held on October 1, 

2018 at Belle Haven Country Club.  More information will be COMING 
SOON.   

 

 

DC Bar Pro Bono 

Training Programs 

 

 
 

D.C. Bar Pro Bono Center 
Training: Probate Re-

source Center 

 
Thursday, June 28, 2018 
10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Please contact Stanley Augustin 

at saugustin@dcbar.org or (202)-

737-4700, ext.3293 if you have 

any questions or concerns. 

We are looking for attorneys 

licensed in DC or Maryland 

to assist with representing 

clients in civil law cases in 

the areas of: 

 

• Consumer Debt/

Bankruptcy 

• Wills/Probate 

• Employment 

• Family 

• Public Entitlements 

• Tenant concerns with 

Landlords 

 

In addition, the Legal Net-

work seeks attorneys who 

are willing to conduct law-

related education seminars 

on any of the above legal 

areas at senior citizen 

groups, parishes, or other 

local community groups. 

The Legal Network is also 

looking for bilingual attor-

neys who would be willing 

to do in-person intake 

interviews and represent 

Spanish-speaking clients. 

 
Interested volunteers can 
contact: 
 
Jim Bishop at (202) 772-
1201, or via email at 
james.bishop@cc-dc.org   
-or- 
 Ashlyn Anderson-Keelin, 

(301) 615-0949, or via email 

at ashlyn.anderson-

keelin@cc-dc.org.  

Staff Directory 

James D. Bishop, Director: 
202-772-1201,  

Ashlyn Anderson-Keelin, 
Legal Fellow: (301) 615-
0949,  

Blanca Z. Lopez, Bilingual 
Paralegal: 202-772-4325,  
Emily Maloney, Staff Attor-
ney, 202-772-4300, ext. 323  

Kelly Thompson, Staff 
Attorney, 202-772-4300, 
ext. 322 
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Expungement Seminar 
Many thanks to Brian Stolarz (left) and Charles Burnham (right) for running an expungement 
training for Legal Network volunteer attorneys back in February.  Thanks also to Crowell & 
Moring LLP for hosting.  Earlier in the year, Brian ran a very popular expungement seminar for 
the community, and the Legal Network is currently planning an expungement clinic in mid-
October.  Please reach out to Emily Maloney at emily.maloney@cc-dc.org if you are interested 
in getting involved in this exciting project! 

Pictured above: Msgr. John Enzler, Catholic Charities 

President and CEO and James D. Bishop, Esq. 

Director of Catholic Charities Legal  Network 

Pictured Above : Eric and Kristen Billings, who took 

1st place in the men’s and women’s groups, respective-

ly, pose for a photo with Msgr. John Enzler, Catholic 

Charities’ President and CEO. 

Players and guests alike enjoy the weather and 

Congressional County Club’s beautiful 

facilities. 

Volunteer Attorneys 

Sought 

mailto:saugustin@dcbar.org
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/page.redir?target=http://www.facebook.com/ccadw&srcid=19198&srctid=1&erid=876554&trid=fdeec318-ca2a-4546-a3bb-fa6fcd5ac7f9
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/page.redir?target=http://www.instagram.com/ccadw&srcid=19198&srctid=1&erid=876554&trid=fdeec318-ca2a-4546-a3bb-fa6fcd5ac7f9
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/page.redir?target=http://www.catholiccharitiesdcblog.org/&srcid=19198&srctid=1&erid=876554&trid=fdeec318-ca2a-4546-a3bb-fa6fcd5ac7f9
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/supportLegal?srctid=1&erid=876554&trid=fdeec318-ca2a-4546-a3bb-fa6fcd5ac7f9
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/page.aspx?pid=294&srctid=1&erid=876554&trid=fdeec318-ca2a-4546-a3bb-fa6fcd5ac7f9
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/page.aspx?pid=293&srctid=1&erid=876554&trid=fdeec318-ca2a-4546-a3bb-fa6fcd5ac7f9

